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About this Packet 
 

Included are 2 personal  
narrative writing projects with: 

ü  personal narrative writing poster  
ü  lesson plans  

ü  literature connections  
ü  graphic organizers 

ü  example filled-in graphic organizers 
ü  example rough drafts 
ü  example revised drafts 

ü  example drafts for editing 
ü  editing checklist 

ü  publishing pages with 2 line styles 
ü  grading rubric 
ü  feedback cards 

 

2 weeks of 

writing plans! 

  

Aligned 

to CCSS 

  

Great for 

substitutes! 

  

One writing project 

could be used as a 

guided writing 

activity and the 

other could be used 

as an independent 

writing assessment. 

Include 
technology by 

publishing 
with a word 
processing 

program and 
adding clipart. 
  

©	
  Lisa Lilienthal 2012	
  
 	
  

	
  



Personal 
Narrative 

Writing 

©	
  Lisa Lilienthal 2012	
  
 	
  

	
  

•  tells a true story about you. 
•  has a beginning, 

 middle, & end. 
•  is in order & has 

transitions. 
•  has characters. 
•  has a setting. 



Personal 
Narrative 

Writing 
•  tells a true story about you. 

•  has a beginning, 
 middle, & end. 

•  is in order & has 
transitions. 

•  has characters. 
•  has a setting. 
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Personal Narrative Writing 

Lesson Plans 

CCSS 
1st Grade: W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately 
sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal 
words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. W.1.5 With guidance 
and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions 
from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.   
2nd Grade: W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or 
short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, 
use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. W.2.5 With 
guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing 
as needed by revising and editing. 
 

Day 1 ~ Prewriting/Brainstorming 
§  Activate prior knowledge by reading a story about a 

character who goes to a special place. 
Suggested stories:  
Arthur books by Marc Brown 
•  Arthur’s Family Vacation 
•  Arthur Goes to Camp 
•  Arthur Lost in the Museum 
•  Arthur in New York  
Froggy Books by Jonathan London 
•  Froggy Goes to Hawaii 
•  Froggy Goes to Camp 
•  Froggy Eats Out 
•  Froggy Goes to School 
Little Critter books by Mercer Mayer 
•  Just a Day at the Pond 
•  First Day of School 
•  Little Critter: Going to the Sea Park 
•  Just Shopping with Mom 
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Day 1 continued 
 

§  I like to keep several books out for students to read 
throughout the writing unit. 

§  Have students think about a day they went to a 
special place. Use the Special Places Brainstorming 
Web to generate ideas for different kinds of places. 
Students could write about going to simple places like 
a fast food restaurant or a local park. Others will 
want to write about things like going on a cruise or to 
an amusement park. An example web is included to 
jump-start ideas if necessary. 

§  Have students complete the My Special Places Web. 
They can write and/or draw a simple illustration in 
each box to generate four writing ideas. 

 
Day 2 ~ Prewriting 

 
§  Have students share their My Special Places web 

with a partner or small group. 
§  Introduce writing personal narratives with the 

Personal Narrative Writing poster. 
§  Demonstrate filling in the Personal Narrative Graphic 

Organizer with an example special place experience 
(an example is included).   

§  Have students choose one of their four special 
places and fill in their own graphic organizer. 

§  Have students begin an illustration of their special 
place (A blank page with border is included). 
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eating 
places 

places to 
shop 

places to 
play 

vacation 
places 

My  
Special 
Places 

 

museums & 
learning 
places 

sports 
places 

other 
places 

outdoor 
places 

Special Places Brainstorming Web	
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Day 3 ~ Drafting 
 

§  Have students share their graphic organizers and 
pictures with partners or small groups. Share some 
good student examples with the class. 

§  Demonstrate using the example graphic organizer to 
write a rough draft (an example rough draft is 
included).  

§  Have students write rough drafts.  
§  Students could share their rough drafts with 

partners or small groups. 

Day 4 ~ Revising/Editing 
 

§  Introduce the idea of revising. Demonstrate revising 
the rough draft by adding more details and varying 
sentences (An example revised draft is included). 

§  Introduce the editing checklist. 
§  Show an example of a draft that needs editing. Guide 

students to identify and correct errors (an example 
draft for editing is included). 

§  Have students revise and edit their rough drafts. 
§  Conduct individual and/or peer revising/editing 

conferences.  

Day 5 ~ Publishing 
 

§  Students publish their writing. There are blank pages 
included for writing and illustrating. 

§  Students could publish their writing on Microsoft 
Word and add clipart. 
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Day 6 ~ Presenting/Sharing/Feedback 
 

§  I like to use feedback cards so that students have 
something tangible from their peers. I always model 
giving/receiving appropriate feedback first. 

§  Students could present their writing orally to the 
whole class or a small group. Students could use 
the feedback cards to write compliments or 
questions for the presenters.  

§  Students could trade papers with a partner and fill 
out a feedback card. Repeat 3 times. 

§  The stories could be displayed on a bulletin board. 
Students could read the stories on the bulletin 
board and leave feedback cards in a pocket on the 
board for the authors. 

§  Students could share with reading buddies in 
another class. 
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eating 
places 

places to 
shop 

places to 
play 

vacation 
places 

My  
Special 
Places 

 

museums & 
learning 
places 

sports 
places 

other 
places 

outdoor 
places 

Special Places Brainstorming Web Example	
  

•  the park 
•  my friend’s 

house 
•  Chuck E. 

Cheese’s 

•  Target 
•  the mall 
•  the grocery 

store 

•  Disneyland 
•  Hawaii 
•  Mexico 

•  McDonald’s 
•  Olive Garden 
•  Red Robin 

•  natural history 
museum 

•  school 
•  discovery 

museum 

•  amusement park 
•  the dentist’s office 

•  campground 
•  the lake 

•  football stadium 
•  soccer field 
•  baseball park 
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My  
Special 
Places 

 

A Special Place A Special Place 

A Special Place A Special Place 

My Special Places Web 	
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My  
Special 
Places 

 

A Special Place A Special Place 

A Special Place A Special Place 

My Special Places Web  Example	
  

the mall Tiki Tiki 
restaurant 

Sea World campground 
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d	
  d	
  

Topic Sentence(s): 
 

I went to ____________________.	
  	
  

It was a special place. 
  

What happened? 

First, 
 	
  

 	
  
____________________	
  

 	
  
 	
  

____________________	
  
 	
  
 	
  

____________________ 
 
 

____________________	
  
	
  

Name: _____________________________	
  

Personal Narrative Writing ~ Prewriting Graphic Organizer 

Conclusion: 
  

I had a great time at _________________! 

I hope ______________________________. 
  

d	
  

What happened? 

Next, 
 	
  

 	
  
____________________	
  

 	
  
 	
  

____________________	
  
 	
  
 	
  

____________________ 
 
 

____________________	
  
	
  

What happened? 

Last, 
 	
  

 	
  
____________________	
  

 	
  
 	
  

____________________	
  
 	
  
 	
  

____________________ 
 
 

____________________	
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Topic Sentence(s): 
 

I went to  the Tiki Tiki restaurant .	
  	
  

It was a special place. 
  

What happened? 

First, 
 	
  

 	
  

I got fruit 
juice in a 
pineapple cup. 

	
  

Name: _____________________________	
  

Personal Narrative Writing ~ Prewriting Graphic Organizer 

Conclusion: 
  

I had a great time at the Tiki Tiki restaurant ! 

I hope  I can go there again . 
  

What happened? 

Next, 
 	
  

 	
  

I tried  
Hawaiian 
food from 
the buffet. 

	
  

d	
  

What happened? 

Last, 
 	
  

 	
  

I saw a show 
with hula 
dancers and 
fire dancers. 

	
  

d	
  

Prewriting Graphic Organizer Example	
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A Special Place 

 

 I went to the Tiki Tiki restaurant. It 

was a special place. First, I got fruit juice in a 

real pineapple cup. It was delicious! Next, I 

tried a lot of Hawaiian food from the buffet. 

Last, I saw a show with hula and fire dancers. 

It was so exciting! I had a great time at the 

Tiki Tiki restaurant. I hope I can go there 

again. 

Rough Draft Example	
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A Special Place 

 

 I went to the Tiki Tiki restaurant for 

my mom’s birthday. It was a special place 

because it was decorated like Hawaii. First, I 

got fruit juice in a real pineapple cup. It was 

delicious! Next, I tried a lot of Hawaiian food 

from the huge buffet. I liked the pulled pork, 

the purple potatoes, and the rice. Finally, 

there was a show with hula and fire dancers. 

It was so exciting! I was a little afraid of the 

fire dancers. I had a great time at the Tiki 

Tiki restaurant. I hope I can go there again! 

Revised Draft Example	
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A Special Place 

 

 I went to the tiki tiki restaurant for 

my mom’s birthday. It was a special plac 

because was decorated like Hawaii. First, I 

got fruit juice in a real pineapple cup it was 

delicious! next, I tried a lot of Hawaiian food 

from the huge buffet. i liked the pulled pork, 

the purple potatoes and the rice. Finally, 

there was a show with hula and fire dancers 

it was so exiting! I was a little afraid the fire 

dancers. I had a great time at the Tiki Tiki 

restaurant. I hop I can go there again! 

Example Draft for Editing	
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A Special Place 

 

 I went to the Tiki Tiki restaurant for 

my mom’s birthday. It was a special place 

because it was decorated like Hawaii. First, I 

got fruit juice in a real pineapple cup. It was 

delicious! Next, I tried a lot of Hawaiian food 

from the huge buffet. I liked the pulled pork, 

the purple potatoes, and the rice. Finally, 

there was a show with hula and fire dancers. 

It was so exciting! I was a little afraid of the 

fire dancers. I had a great time at the Tiki 

Tiki restaurant. I hope I can go there again! 

Example Draft for Editing KEY	
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My Special Day 
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Personal Narrative Writing 

Lesson Plans 

CCSS 
 

W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately 
sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use 
temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or 
short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of 
closure. 

Day 1 ~ Prewriting/Brainstorming 
§  Activate prior knowledge by reading a story about a 

character who has had a special day. 
Suggested stories:  
Arthur books by Marc Brown 
•  Arthur’s Birthday 
•  Arthur’s Christmas 
•  Arthur’s Tooth 
•  Arthur and the Baby 
•  Arthur’s Valentine 
Froggy Books by Jonathan London 
•  Froggy’s Day with Dad 
•  Froggy Rides a Bike 
•  Froggy Learns to Swim 
Little Critter books by Mercer Mayer 
•  Just Grandma and Me 
•  Just a Snowman 
•  Just a Day at the Pond 
•  Just Me and My Puppy 

§  I like to keep several books out for students to read 
throughout the writing unit. 
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Day 1 continued 
 

§  Have students think about a special day. List ideas in 
the Special Days Web.  

§  Have students complete their own Special Days Web. 
They can write and/or draw a simple illustration in 
each box to generate four writing ideas. 

 
Day 2 ~ Prewriting 

 
§  Have students share their Special Days Web with a 

partner or small group. 
§  Review writing personal narratives with the Personal 

Narrative Writing poster. 
§  Review the Personal Narrative Graphic Organizer. 

Demonstrate filling in the graphic organizer with an 
example special day (an example is included).   

§  Have students choose one of their four special days 
and fill in their own graphic organizer. 

§  Have students begin an illustration of their special 
day (A blank page with border is included). 

Day 3 ~ Drafting 
 

§  Have students share their graphic organizers and 
pictures with partners or small groups. Share some 
good student examples with the class. 

§  Demonstrate using the example graphic organizer to 
write a rough draft (an example rough draft is 
included).  

§  Have students write rough drafts.  
§  Students could share their rough drafts with partners 

or small groups. 
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Day 4 ~ Revising/Editing 
 

§  Review how to revise when writing. Demonstrate 
revising the rough draft by adding more details and 
varying sentences (An example revised draft is 
included). 

§  Review the editing checklist. 
§  Show an example of a draft that needs editing. Guide 

students to identify and correct errors (an example 
draft for editing is included). 

§  Have students revise and edit their rough drafts. 
§  Conduct individual and/or peer revising/editing 

conferences.  
Day 5 ~ Publishing 

 
§  Students publish their writing. There are blank pages 

included for writing and illustrating. 
§  Students could publish their writing on Microsoft 

Word and add clipart. 
 

Day 6 ~ Presenting/Sharing/Feedback 
 

§  Students could present their writing orally to the 
whole class or in a small group. The class could use 
the feedback cards to write compliments or 
questions for the presenters.  

§  Students could trade papers with a partner and fill 
out a feedback card. Repeat 3 times. 

§  The stories could be displayed on a bulletin board. 
Students could read the stories on the bulletin board 
and leave feedback cards in a pocket on the board 
for the authors. 

§  Students could share with reading buddies in another 
class. 
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Special 
Days 

A Special Place A Special Place 

A Special Place A Special Place 

Special Days Web 	
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A Special Place 

A Special Place A Special Place 

My Special Days Web  Example	
  

the day my 
friends 

came from 
Texas 

the day  
I got my 

ears 
pierced 

the day I 
learned to 
ride a bike 

the day my 
baby sister 
was born 

Special 
Days 
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d	
  d	
  

Topic Sentence(s): 
 

I had a special day. 

_________________________________.	
  	
  

 
  What happened? 

First, 
 	
  

 	
  
____________________	
  

 	
  
 	
  

____________________	
  
 	
  
 	
  

____________________ 
 
 

____________________	
  
	
  

Name: _____________________________	
  

Personal Narrative Writing ~ Prewriting Graphic Organizer 

Conclusion: 
  

My special day was _________________! 

I wish______________________________. 
  

d	
  

What happened? 

Next, 
 	
  

 	
  
____________________	
  

 	
  
 	
  

____________________	
  
 	
  
 	
  

____________________ 
 
 

____________________	
  
	
  

What happened? 

Last, 
 	
  

 	
  
____________________	
  

 	
  
 	
  

____________________	
  
 	
  
 	
  

____________________ 
 
 

____________________	
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Topic Sentence(s): 
 

I had a special day. 

My friends from Texas came to visit me.	
  	
  
  

What happened? 

First, 
 	
  

 	
  

We had a 
barbecue at 
my house. 

	
  

Name: _____________________________	
  

Personal Narrative Writing ~ Prewriting Graphic Organizer 

Conclusion: 
  

My special day was  great! 

I wish  every day could be that fun. 
  

What happened? 

Next, 
 	
  

 	
  

We played 
ping pong. 

	
  d	
  

What happened? 

Last, 
 	
  

 	
  

We played 
games on 
the Wii. 

	
  

d	
  

Prewriting Graphic Organizer Example	
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My Special Day 

 I had a special day. My friends, 

Sandy and Shane, came from Texas 

to visit me. I was so happy! First, 

they came to my house for a 

barbecue. Next, we had a ping pong 

contest. Last, we played games on 

the Wii. My special day was great! I 

wish every day could be fun like that. 

Rough Draft Example	
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My Special Day 

 I had a very special day last summer. 

My friends, Sandy and Shane, came from 

Texas to visit me. I was so happy! First, they 

came to my house for a barbecue. We had 

hot dogs, hamburgers, and chips. For dessert 

we had delicious cookies. After that, we had 

an exciting ping pong contest. We played 

boys against girls. The girls won! Last, we 

played fun games on the Wii. The girls liked 

the dancing games the best. My special day 

was great! I wish every day could be fun like 

that. 

Revised Draft Example	
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My Special Day 

 I had very special day last summer. 

My friends, sandy and Shane, came from 

texas to visit me. I was so happy! First, they 

came to my house for a barbecue we had hot 

dogs hamburgers, and chips. For dessert we 

hade delicious cookies After that, we had an 

exciting ping pong contest. We played boys 

against girls. The girls won! Last, we played 

fun games on the Wii the grils liked the 

dancing games the best. My special day was 

gret! I wish every day fun like that 

Example Draft for Editing	
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My Special Day 

 I had a very special day last summer. 

My friends, Sandy and Shane, came from 

Texas to visit me. I was so happy! First, they 

came to my house for a barbecue. We had 

hot dogs, hamburgers, and chips. For dessert 

we hade delicious cookies After that, we had 

an exciting ping pong contest. We played 

boys against girls. The girls won! Last, we 

played fun games on the Wii. The girls liked 

the dancing games the best. My special day 

was great! I wish every day could be fun like 

that. 

Example Draft for Editing KEY	
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            Editing 
 

  
 

Capitalization 
ü Beginning of sentence:  The dog is big. 
ü Names:   His name is Spot. 
ü The word I:   I love him. 
  
 
 

Punctuation 
ü End of sentence: . ! ?  Look at that baseball team. 

   They are really good!  
   Do you play baseball? 

ü Commas when listing: ,  I have a bat, ball, and glove. 
  
 
 

Grammar 
ü Sentences make sense:  He  are  is going to school. 
  
 
 

Spelling 
ü Words are spelled correctly.   

   She is a nice  gril  girl. 
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Editing Checklist 

I read my writing out loud to check for errors. 

I capitalized the beginning of my sentences. 

I capitalized names of people, places, and things. 

I capitalized the word “I”. 

I used correct punctuation at the end of sentences. 

I used commas when listing things. 

My sentences make sense. 

I have checked the spelling of words that did not look correct. 

Editing Checklist 

I read my writing out loud to check for errors. 

I capitalized the beginning of my sentences. 

I capitalized names of people, places, and things. 

I capitalized the word “I”. 

I used correct punctuation at the end of sentences. 

I used commas when listing things. 

My sentences make sense. 

I have checked the spelling of words that did not look correct. 
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Feedback Cards	
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I liked ________ 
 ___________________	
  

_______________________	
  

 because ____________	
  
_______________________	
  

I have a question. 

_____________________	
  

_____________________	
  

_____________________	
  

I liked ________ 
 ___________________	
  

_______________________	
  

 because ____________	
  
_______________________	
  

I have a question. 

_____________________	
  

_____________________	
  

_____________________	
  

I liked ________ 
 ___________________	
  

_______________________	
  

 because ____________	
  
_______________________	
  

I have a question. 

_____________________	
  

_____________________	
  

_____________________	
  



1~Emerging/Developing 
This writing is below grade level standards. 

All or most of the following are shown. 

2~Approaches Standards 
This writing approaches grade level standards. 

All or most of the following are shown. 

4~Exceeds Standards 
This writing exceeds grade level standards. 

All or most of the following are shown. 

3~Meets Standards 
This writing meets grade level standards.  
All or most of the following are shown. 

§  Clearly and thoughtfully 
develops the topic; explains 
ideas with strong supporting 
details. 

§  Ideas are linked with smooth 
transitions to support logical 
organizational structure; has 
an interesting introduction and 
conclusion. 

§  Uses engaging and expressive 
language; uses varied 
sentences that flow smoothly. 

§  Shows strong command of 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling.  

§  Clearly focuses and develops 
the topic; explains ideas with 
supporting details. 

§  Begins with a topic sentence, 
organizes ideas logically, and 
provides a conclusion; some 
transitions or linking words 
are present. 

§  Uses descriptive language, 
and sensory details; uses 
varied sentences that mostly 
flow smoothly. 

§  Shows basic command of 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling. 

§  Somewhat focuses and 
develops the topic; relevant 
details are limited. 

§  Shows some organization but 
may lack structure; includes 
few or no transitions or linking 
words; introduction and 
conclusion may not be 
developed. 

§  Uses simple or dull words and 
language; uses similar 
sentences that don’t always 
flow smoothly. 

§  Shows inconsistent use of 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling. 

§  Mentions the topic; uses 
unclear or irrelevant details. 

§  Has little or no organization; 
does not include transitions or 
linking words; introduction and 
conclusion may not be 
present. 

§  Writing seems lifeless; uses 
unclear or repetitive words; 
uses simple or incomplete 
sentences. 

§  Shows consistent misuse of 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling. 

Holistic Writing Rubric 
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d	
  d	
  

Topic Sentence(s): 
 

 
  

What happened? 

First, 
 	
  

 	
  
	
  

Name: _____________________________	
  

Personal Narrative Writing ~ Prewriting Graphic Organizer 

Conclusion: 
  
  

d	
  

What happened? 

Next, 
 	
  

 	
  
	
  

What happened? 

Last, 
 	
  

 	
  
	
  

©	
  Lisa Lilienthal 2012	
  
 	
  

	
  



Thank you 
very much for purchasing my  

Personal Narrative Writing Packet! 
I appreciate your business. Please leave 

feedback for me on my TPT page. I’d love to 
know what you think! Check out my store. 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Lisa-Lilienthal 

 I have lots of great writing units and freebies 
you might like.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Writing! 
Lisa Lilienthal 
Graphics & Fonts: 

http://sgalvin.global2.vic.edu.au 
www.kevinandamanda.com 

www.traceeorman.com 
 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Common-Core-Writing-Bundle-2-Narrative-Informative-Opinion-1st2nd-631742
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Monster-829443
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Informative-Writing-Project-for-Primary-Grades-Common-Core-464511
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Littlered
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles

