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Common Core State Standards  
W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they 
name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide 
some sense of closure. 
W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they 
introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, 
and provide a concluding statement or section. 

About this Packet 
Included are: 

 detailed lesson plans  
 literature connections 

 brainstorming activity cards & directions 
 informative writing poster  

 graphic organizer 
 example filled-in graphic organizer 

 example rough draft 
 example revised draft 
 example draft for editing 

 editing poster 
 various publishing pages  
 holistic grading rubric 

 compare/contrast post-writing activity 
 feedback cards  
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Lesson Plans 
These plans should be broken up over several days. 

 
Prewriting/Brainstorming 

 
• Read a story about pets to activate prior knowledge. 
      Suggested books: 

 
 Little Lizard’s New Pet by Mindy Crow & Andrew 

Rowland 
 Henry and Mudge and Annie’s Perfect Pet by Cynthia 

Rylant 
 Pet Show! by Ezra Jack Keats 
 Arthur and the School Pet by Marc Brown 
 Arthur’s Pet Business by Marc Brown 

 
• Do a Quiz-Quiz-Trade brainstorming activity: 

 
Quiz-Quiz-Trade 

• Pass out the pet cards. The cards have pictures and names 
of animals. There are 20 cards. If you have more than 20 
students, duplicate extra cards. It’s okay for more than one 
student to have the same card.  

1) For the activity students stand up, put a hand up, and 
find a partner by giving a high-five. 

2) One student looks at his/her card and asks “Would you 
like a ___ for a pet? Why or why not?” and the other 
student answers.  

3) Students switch roles and then SWITCH CARDS. 
4) Students raise their hand in the air to signal that they 

need a new partner and walk around to find an 
available partner.  

5) Repeat the previous steps. Continue for several rounds. 
• After explaining this activity, I always bring up a few 

students to help me demonstrate the activity in front of the 
class. 
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Prewriting/Brainstorming continued 
 

• After doing the Quiz-Quiz-Trade activity, introduce the 
writing topic. Students will tell about a pet. They can write 
about a pet they already have or a pet they want to have. If 
students write about a pet they want to have, they should 
imagine that they already have the pet when they write. 

• **Since some students will be writing about pets they don’t 
actually have, it would be helpful to check out several books 
about pets from the library for reference throughout the 
writing unit.** 

• Introduce informative writing to students with the 
Informative Writing Poster. Students will tell about their 
real or imaginary pet. 

• Introduce the Prewriting Graphic Organizer. Demonstrate 
filling out the organizer for an example pet (an example is 
included).  

• Have students fill out their own Prewriting Graphic 
Organizers. Students should have:  
 a topic sentence and a sentence that tells their pet’s 

name 
 details that tell what their pet looks like, what it does, 

and how they take care of it 
 a conclusion 

• Have students work with partners or small groups to share 
their Prewriting Graphic Organizers. They can make changes 
or additions if necessary. 

 
Drafting 

 
• Share some good examples of students’ Prewriting Graphic 

Organizers with the class. 
• Demonstrate using the Prewriting Graphic Organizer to 

write a rough draft (an example rough draft is included). 
• Have students use their Prewriting Graphic Organizers to 

write rough drafts. 
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Revising/Editing 
 

• Introduce the idea of revising. Demonstrate revising the 
rough draft by adding more details and varying sentences 
(An example revised draft is included). 

• Introduce the editing poster. 
• Show an example of a draft that needs editing. Guide 

students to identify and correct errors (an example draft for 
editing is included). 

• Have students revise and edit their rough drafts. 
• Conduct individual and/or peer revising/editing conferences.  
 

Publishing 
 

• Students publish their writing. There are various pages 
included for writing and illustrating. 

• Students could publish their writing on Microsoft Word and 
add clipart or images of their pets. 

 
Presenting/Sharing/Feedback 

 
• I like to use feedback cards so that students have something 

tangible from their peers. I always model giving/receiving 
appropriate feedback first. 

• Students could present their writing orally to the whole class 
or a small group. Students could use the feedback cards to 
write compliments for the presenters.  

• The stories could be displayed on a bulletin board. Students 
could read the stories on the bulletin board and leave 
feedback cards in a pocket on the board for the authors. 

• Students could share with reading buddies in another class. 
 

Extension 
 

• Partners with different pets could read their paragraphs to 
each other and work together to complete the compare and 
contrast page. My second graders loved this activity! 

© Lisa Lilienthal 2012 



Quiz-Quiz-Trade Cards 

mouse hamster 

dog cat 
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Quiz-Quiz-Trade Cards 

horse duck 

rabbit ferret 
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Quiz-Quiz-Trade Cards 

parrot 

goldfish 

snake 

pig 
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Quiz-Quiz-Trade Cards 

frog monkey 

lizard turtle 
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Quiz-Quiz-Trade Cards 

clown fish 

parakeet 

owl 

dove 
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Informative 
Writing 

• tells about a person, 
place, or thing. 

• has a topic sentence. 
• has sentences that give 

facts, details, examples, 
or  explanations. 

• has a conclusion. 
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d d 

Topic: 
 

I have a pet ___________________. 

______ name is _________________ . 
  

What does it 
look like? 

 
 

Name: _____________________________ 

Informative Writing ~ Prewriting Graphic Organizer 

Conclusion: 
 
  

My ______________ is ___________ ! 
  

d 

What does it do? 

 
 

How do you  
take care of it? 
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d d 

Topic: 
 

I have a pet   capybara  . 
 His name is  Charlie . 

 

 

 
  

What does it 
look like? 

• looks like a 
large guinea pig  

• as tall as my 
little brother 

• short brown 
hair 

• small ears 
• nose like a pig 

 
 

Name: _____________________________ 

Informative Writing ~ Prewriting Graphic Organizer 

Conclusion: 
 
  

My  capybara is  a great pet ! 
  

d 

What does it do? 
• likes to swim in 

my pool 
• runs around in 

my back yard 
• eats grass 
• likes to go on 

walks to the 
park with me 

• snuggles with 
me when I 
watch T.V. 

 
 

How do you  
take care of it? 

• give him water 
• make sure 

there is grass 
to eat 

• give him lots of 
love and 
attention 

• clean up his 
messes in the 
yard 

 

 
 

Example 
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Example Rough Draft 

My Pet 
 I have a pet capybara. His name is  

Charlie. Charlie is as tall as my little brother. 

He looks like a large guinea pig with short 

brown hair, small ears, and a nose like a pig. 

Charlie likes to swim in my pool and run 

around in my back yard. He only eats grass. I 

take Charlie on walks in the park. We snuggle 

together when I watch T.V. I take good care 

of Charlie. Charlie needs lots of love and 

attention . I give him fresh water and I make 

sure there is grass for him to eat. I also clean 

up his messes in the yard. My capybara is a 

great pet! 

© Lisa Lilienthal 2012 



Example Revised Draft 
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My Pet 
 I have a pet capybara. His name is  

Charlie. Charlie isn’t a small pet. He’s as tall 

as my little brother. He looks like a large 

guinea pig with short brown hair, small ears, 

and a nose like a pig. It’s fun to play with 

Charlie because he likes to swim in my pool 

and run around in my back yard. I also like 

to take Charlie on walks in the park. Charlie 

needs lots of love and attention, so we snuggle 

together when I watch T.V. I take good care 

of Charlie. I give him fresh water. I also 

make sure there is green grass in the yard 

because grass is the only thing he eats. 

Charlie makes messes in my yard, so I clean 

that up too. I love Charlie. My capybara is a 

great pet! 



Example Draft for Editing 
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My Pet 
 I have a pet capybara his name is  

Charlie. Charlie isn’t a small pet. He’s as tall 

as my little brother. he looks lik a large guinea 

pig with short brown hair, small ears and a 

nose like a pig. It’s fun to play with charlie 

because he likes to swim in my pool and ran 

around in my back yard. I also like to take 

Charlie on walks in the park Charlie neds lots 

of love and attention, so we snuggle together 

when i watch T.V. I take good care of Charlie. 

I give him fresh water I also make sure there 

is green gras in the yard because grass is the 

only thing he eats. Charlie makes messes in 

my yard, so i clean that up too. I love charlie. 

my capybara is a great pet! 



Editing Key 
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My Pet 
 I have a pet capybara. His name is  

Charlie. Charlie isn’t a small pet. He’s as tall 

as my little brother. He looks like a large 

guinea pig with short brown hair, small ears, 

and a nose like a pig. It’s fun to play with 

Charlie because he likes to swim in my pool 

and run around in my back yard. I also like 

to take Charlie on walks in the park. Charlie 

needs lots of love and attention, so we snuggle 

together when I watch T.V. I take good care 

of Charlie. I give him fresh water. I also 

make sure there is green grass in the yard 

because grass is the only thing he eats. 

Charlie makes messes in my yard, so I clean 

that up too. I love Charlie. My capybara is a 

great pet! 



Name _________________________ 

My Pet 
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Name _________________________ 

My Pet 

____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
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Name _________________________ 

My Pet 
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Name _________________________ 

My Pet 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
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____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
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Name _________________________ 

My Pet 
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Editing 
  
 
Capitalization 
Beginning of sentence:  The dog is friendly. 
Names:   His name is Spot. 
The word I:   I love him. 
  
 
 
Punctuation 
End of sentence: . ! ? Look at that baseball team.  

   They are really good!  
   Do you play baseball? 
Commas when listing: , I have a bat, ball, and glove. 
  
 
 
Grammar 
Sentences make sense:  He  are  is going to school. 
  
 
 
Spelling 
Words are spelled correctly:  
   She is a nice  gril  girl. 
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Editing Checklist 
I read my writing out loud to check for errors. 

I capitalized the beginning of my sentences. 

I capitalized names of people, places, and things. 

I capitalized the word “I”. 

I used correct punctuation at the end of sentences. 

I used commas when listing things. 

My sentences make sense. 

I have checked the spelling of words that did not look correct. 

Editing Checklist 
I read my writing out loud to check for errors. 

I capitalized the beginning of my sentences. 

I capitalized names of people, places, and things. 

I capitalized the word “I”. 

I used correct punctuation at the end of sentences. 

I used commas when listing things. 

My sentences make sense. 

I have checked the spelling of words that did not look correct. 
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1~Emerging/Developing 
All or most of the following are shown 

based on grade level standards. 

2~Approaches Standards 
All or most of the following are shown 

based on grade level standards. 

4~Exceeds Standards 
All or most of the following are shown 

based on grade level standards. 

3~Meets Standards 
All or most of the following are shown 

based on grade level standards 

 Clearly and thoughtfully 
develops the topic; explains 
ideas with strong supporting 
details. 

 Ideas are linked with smooth 
transitions to support logical 
organizational structure; has 
an interesting introduction and 
conclusion. 

 Uses engaging and expressive 
language; uses varied 
sentences that flow smoothly. 

 Shows strong command of 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling.  

 Clearly focuses and develops 
the topic; explains ideas with 
supporting details. 

 Begins with a topic sentence, 
organizes ideas logically, and 
provides a conclusion; some 
transitions or linking words are 
present. 

 Uses descriptive language, and 
sensory details; uses varied 
sentences that mostly flow 
smoothly. 

 Shows basic command of 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling. 

 Somewhat focuses and develops 
the topic; relevant details are 
limited. 

 Shows some organization but 
may lack structure; includes few 
or no transitions or linking words; 
introduction and conclusion may 
not be developed. 

 Uses simple or dull words and 
language; uses similar sentences 
that don’t always flow smoothly. 

 Shows inconsistent use of 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling. 

 Mentions the topic; uses 
unclear or irrelevant details. 

 Has little or no organization; 
does not include transitions or 
linking words; introduction and 
conclusion may not be present. 

 Writing seems lifeless; uses 
unclear or repetitive words; 
uses simple or incomplete 
sentences. 

 Shows consistent misuse of 
capitalization, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling. 

Holistic Writing Rubric 



Names: ___________________________ & ___________________________  
 

Compare and Contrast 
 

Compare and contrast to show how your pets are the same and 
how they are different. Fill out the diagram below. 

different 

same 

different 

Pet: 

Pet: 
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Feedback Cards  

I liked __________ 
________________________ 

________________________ 

 because ______________ 

________________________ 

I liked __________ 
________________________ 

________________________ 

 because ______________ 

________________________ 

I liked __________ 
________________________ 

________________________ 

 because ______________ 

________________________ 

I liked __________ 
________________________ 

________________________ 

 because ______________ 

________________________ 

I liked __________ 
________________________ 

________________________ 

 because ______________ 

________________________ 

I liked __________ 
________________________ 

________________________ 

 because ______________ 

________________________ 



I have a question. 
_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

I have a question. 
_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

I have a question. 
_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

I have a question. 
_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

I have a question. 
_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

I have a question. 
_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 
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Feedback Cards  



d d 

Topic: 
 
  

Detail: 

 
 

Name: _____________________________ 

Informative Writing ~ Prewriting Graphic Organizer 

Conclusion: 
 
  
  

d 

Detail: 

 
 

Detail: 
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Thank You! 
for purchasing my writing packet! I 

appreciate your business. Please leave 
feedback for me on my TPT page. I would 

love to know what you think!  
Check out my store. 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Lisa-Lilienthal 

 I have many great writing activities and 
lots of freebies that you might like. 

Happy Writing! 
Lisa Lilienthal 

Graphics & Fonts: 
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